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I just learned something about you and it is blowing my goddamned mind.

This is not a joke. It is not “blowing my mind” a la BuzzFeed’s “8 Things You Won'’t Believe

About Tarantulas.” It is, I think, as close to an honest-to-goodness revelation as I will ever

live in the flesh.

Here it is: <RX FDQ YLVXDQ@] HWLQIVLQ\ RXUP LQG

If I tell you to imagine a beach, you can picture the golden sand and turquoise waves. If I ask

for a red triangle, your mind gets to drawing. And mom’s face? Of course.

You experience this differently, sure. Some of you see a photorealistic beach, others a

shadowy cartoon. Some of you can make it up, others only “see” a beach they’ve visited. Some

of you have to work harder to paint the canvas. Some of you can’t hang onto the canvas for

long. But nearly all of you have a canvas.
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96XV FDQQRN@WK R EFDFKHY, YHYIMWMG , KDYHQR YAWXDODXGIR HP RARQDCRURWHZ LVH
VHORY H SHIHQRH , KDYHQR FDSDAW VR FUHDMDQ. NQGR! P HQWAP DIHR DEHDRK Z KHKHJ
, FRHP \ H HVRURSHQWIHP  Z KHMHU, P UHDEQU WHZ RUG LQ D ERRN RUFRQFHOWDAQ) RQ
WHLGHDIRUKRXWDADWP B RUZ KHMHJ, P WEQGLQI RQWHEHDFK IWHD

$QG, JUZ XS1QO P L
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$ VARG AONRQ) DAHERRN GG P HVRWIVERP EVKHTIQ7KH1 HZ <RIN7IP H/ 7KHSIHH
XQHDUMY Z LW JUDWFXURMW WHP \WMY R D \ HDU RGP DQZ KR QWKLY DELOWV \RIRUP
P HQECLP DJHVDWUDVXUWHY

What do you mean “lost” his ability? , WMRXJKWShouldn't we be amazed he ever had that
ability?

1 HXURERI MV DAKHS QLYHMW DA [ HMULQ ( QIDQG\KRZ HSWHP DQDSKRR : KRLV/WDW
Tony Blair, of course %.DLQVFDQV\KRZ H3 WH YLWXDOWHRRWR KLVEWDLQ QIKWQJI XS

7KHOWH U RYHGWHSKRR DQGDWNHGKLP \RLP DILQH7 RQ %DIU 7KHP DQNQHZ
FKDUDAMUMAR KLYVH HFRBRU KLVKDI3 EXWKHFRX@ QRWVHH WHLP DIHIQKLVP LQGIVH H
940.Q FDQV\KRZ HG WH YLXDOHRRY G COWCRAYDMWLVWP H , Q10 5, VR RHJIP HQ P DQ\
R WH\DP HVHRRY DRAYDIMG Z KHMHUWH\XEMAV Z HHEGRNLQI DAD SKRR RUMP SO

P DILQQI RQH

7 KHUAHDUAKHYY JDYHWH SKHORP HORQDQDP H 7KH FRP ELQHGWHSWHL *D” P HDQLQJ
SDEVHOFHR ~ DQG3SKDQWMD” D* IHNZ RUG\ RX Z LAHRIQ] HILRP FKLEKRRG
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Aphantasia. The absence of fantasy.

Reading this article was extraterrestrial puberty. | walked in a doe-eyed human; at Tony

Blair, the pustules sprouted; by the end, my voice had cracked and | breathed fire. Because as
mystified as the reporter was with his patient, so | was with the reporter. Imagine your phone
buzzes with breaking news: WASHINGTON SCIENTISTS DISCOVER TAIL-LESS MAN. Well

then what are you?

I opened my Facebook chat list and hunted green dots like Pac-Man. Any friend who
happened to be online received what must’ve sounded like a hideous pick-up line at 2 o’clock
in the morning:

—If I ask you to imagine a beach, how would you describe what happens in your mind?
—Uhh, I imagine a beach. What?

—L.ike, the idea of a beach. Right?

—Well, there are waves, sand. Umbrellas. It's a relaxing picture. You okay?

—But it's not actually a picture? There’s no visual component?

—Yes there is, in my mind. What the hell are you talking about?

—Isitincolor?

—How often do your thoughts have a visual element?
—A thousand times a day?
—Oh my God.

| texted friend after friend that night, and together we eloped on journeys of the mind. It is

not an easy thing to compare thought processes. It’s like trying to teach your dog to sit using
nothing but a bowl of strawberries. But, often, it was a hell of a lot of fun.
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Mike Rognilen Iy me L B X

if | ask you to imagine a beach,
what happens in your mind?

m | imagine a beach

what does that mean, imagine a
beach'?

Waikiki came to mind

Unless it's someone from Europe
pronouncing bitch with a funmy

o
m accent

Even after the Exeter study, I was certain that what we had here was a failure to
communicate. You say potato, I say potato. Let me be clear: I know nobody can see
fantastical images through their actual eyes. But I was equally sure nobody could “see” them
with some fanciful “mind’s eye,” either. That was just a colorful figure of speech, like “the

bee’s knees” or “the cat’s pajamas.”
Or “counting sheep.”

But I have now taken this journey with 74 friends and relatives, and I am certain the
difference transcends language. Fully 71 of them described—in terms quite similar to one
another—the experience of creating a mental image in their mind. (One friend, Chris Pan,
told me he didn’t have time to imagine a beach but that he’d do it later. I have never heard a

better sign of the times.)

| say "think about beaches", and
you do what exactly?

i mix my real experiences with
those shaped by massive
exposure to media to create a
moving images with sound and
. smell In my mind
are these images in color?
yep

mine are

. mine is & nude beach

Nearly every friend volunteered the words “picture” or “image” without prompting, a
vernacular I would never think to use in describing my own experience. And is this “mental
picture” in color? Of course it is—because the beach I visited was in color. But the very
foundation of the question does not compute in my brain. It’s like asking me if the number

seven has any stubble, or if the puppy is on a leash. What puppy?
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David Burhenne-Sa... 1% B« 4 IF X
| "see" the blue water, the sand,

a hotel off in the distance (it's a
real beach | like in Maui)

and it's kind of like a live photo
E from your iPhone
jesus.

it's not really a video, but it's not
really a still image

ﬂ jesus is not on my beach

haha you sure? i saw him head
out in sandals half an hour ago

I found three other people who shared my experience. Two are fellow Facebook engineers,
Ben Maurer and Olaoluwa Okelola, both of whom shared some sense of lifelong “otherness”
they could never pinpoint. We started a thread to compare our tics and quirks—it’s a lot of
“YES!” and “exactly!!” and “wow you too?”—and I felt that transcendent warmth I've only
known once before, when a dorky high school outcast in Florida stumbled on a group of

California programmers who just seemed to “get him.”

Aphantasiacs Anonymous I 5 X

Compensate!

- Same word | used

There's also this emotional
component which seems even
more valuable

It’s the feeling of finding your people.

* .**,**

Here are the top 20 questions I've gotten from friends and family.

1. Can you picture my face?

No. But it’s not personal.

2. So you don’t know what I look like?

I know facts about the characteristics of your face. If you have radiant blue eyes, I may have

stored that information. I know the “essence” of your face, but I'm unable to project it

visually in my mind because there’s no screen.

https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:Jruk G2EqPscJ:https://www.facebook .com/notes/blake-ross/aphantasia-how-it-feels-to-be-blind-in-your-min...  5/15



6/10/2016

https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:Jruk G2EqPscJ:https://www.facebook .com/notes/blake-ross/aphantasia-how-it-feels-to-be-blind-in-your-min...

Aphantasia: How It Feels To Be Blind In Your Mind

when you see me? | can't conjure up an image of
vour face

Damn. That's weird.

I do. Exeter’s MRI results suggest
. u | can't stop picturing you
that the process of putting a name
to a face can be separated from
the process of mentally generating

a face from a name. In programming parlance, I have a hash table.

4. How about picturing something simpler, like a red triangle, or the table right

in front of you?

I can’t even understand the question. I can think about the LGHDof a red triangle. But it’s
blackness behind my eyes. Blackness next to my ears. Blackness in every nook and kindle of

my brain.

5. You’re just assuming that others can actually SEE things with their eyes.
NOBODY can do that, you hypochondriac.

I get it. It’s a “mind’s eye.” I don’t have it.
6. Does this apply to other senses?

This is another question that doesn’t quite make sense to me. It didn’t even occur to me until

people kept asking.

I can’t read this in Morgan Freeman’s voice, nor can I “hear” the theme song to Star Wars in

any sort of “mind’s ear.”

I do have the ‘milk voice’—that flat, inner monologue that has no texture or sound, which we
use to tell ourselves: “Remember to pick up milk.” I can “doo doo doo” in my milk voice and
tell myself I'm singing the theme song to Star Wars. However, most of my friends and family
describe what they “hear” as music—not as vivid as the real thing, to be sure, and not as many
instruments—but “music” nonetheless. I would never describe my experience as such; it’s
just the flavorless narrator, struggling to beatbox. And I've never had a song “stuck” in my
head.

experience in my mind of any how is Spotify even in business?!
discernible nature. Thinking : .
well, its sort of only barely in

about a beach doesn’t make me business from what | undersiand.
u but i dont think thats what you

feel calm; thinking about a mean.

tarantula doesn’t give me
goosebumps. I can’t “recall” the 9 LLMOOLHIDY DARVHP VIHXQEDQWRZ
taste of pizza, the feel of velcro, or

the smell of Ghirardelli Square. But it’s unclear how many other people can. In my surveys,
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mental imagery and audio were most common, followed by the ability to trigger a feeling in
response (the NRHGHYLYUbf the beach, or spider shivers). Taste, touch, and smell trailed.

7. What is going through your mind all day, if not sights and sounds?

All narration, all the time. An infinite script of milk voice dialogue. When you read a sarcastic

essay from me, it is a transcript of this voice.
8. Do you dream?

No, or I don’t recall them. I've had a couple dreams but there was no visual or sensory
component to them. When I woke up, I just knew a list of “plot points” about things that

happened. This is also how I digest fiction.

things? it's like the inverse of discovering
' you have a superpower
First I think of a noun in my milk - ‘f;é;?ﬂi%:iiﬁfbfjﬁvaffnrgiir"m
voice: cupcake. Then I think of a -
verb: cough. Finally an adjective:
hairy. What if there was a hairy monster that coughs out cupcakes? Now I wonder how he
feels about that. Does he wish he was scarier? Is he regulated by the FDA? Does he get to
subtract Weight Watchers points whenever he coughs? Are his sneezes savory or sweet? Is

the flu delicious?

If I don’t like the combination of words I've picked, I keep Mad Libbing until the concept

piques my interest.

This has always struck me as an incredibly inefficient way to imagine things, because I can’t
hold the scene in my mind. I have to keep reminding myself, “the monster is hairy” and “the
sneeze-saltines are sitting on a teal counter.” But I thought, maybe that’s just how it is.

10. How do you masturbate?

Welp, I just learned a lot about how \ RXmasturbate.

11. Did you ever have surgery or an injury?

When I was a boy, my camp counselor in North Carolina chased me around the edges of the
pool (he would’ve made a great counselor at Camp Tort-a-Lawsuit). I slipped, hit my head
and blacked out. My 10th birthday was spent in the hospital watching O.J. Simpson speed
away innocently in a white Ford Bronco. I don’t remember if I could visualize before this, but

then, I don’t remember much in general.

12. How many people have this experience?

KWBV  Z HEFCARKHIRRIGKXVHIFRQMUVRP VFOURK'T AOFKH-UAN ( T3V KWBY Z2Z Z I DR-ERRNARP. QRMY EDNH IRW EBKDQIMD KRZ. IWHHY VR EH QG LO\ RXUP L1Q



6/10/2016

https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:Jruk G2EqPscJ:https://www.facebook .com/notes/blake-ross/aphantasia-how-it-feels-to-be-blind-in-your-min...

Aphantasia: How It Feels To Be Blind In Your Mind
It’s hard to know. A psychology professor’s survey of 2,500 people in 2009 suggested it
affects 2%, but there haven’t been enough rigorous studies. Take an abridged survey in this
BBC article. If you think you're affected, email the head of the Exeter research team,
Professor Adam Zeman, to join his effort. I've done so as well, and I'm looking forward to

getting MRI results and funding future research.

Apparently geneticist Craig Venter is aphantasiac. Also check out Penn (of Penn and Teller)
discussing his experience on his podcast (775:15) last year. His experience matches mine

perfectly.
+ RZ GR\RX Z U ILPURQ LI \ RX FDQIAVLYVXDQ] H VFHQHV"

It is somewhat amazing to learn that I have given people an experience I myself have never

accessed:

It's one of the reasons | love the
theater so much. | hear a cast

recording and | can visualize the
whole show in my head and then
| go see it to see what | got right

When you wrote that Silicon
Valley script you didn't see the

. characters acting it out in your
m head?

Mo

Whoa

fﬁ I did when | read it

I “imagine” scripts conceptually as described earlier. It’s easier to write for characters that
have already been realized on the screen, especially when so many of them share my dry,

sarcastic personality. If you reread the Silicon Valley script, you'll find it’s heavy on ideas

(what if a lawyer had a clock that counted money not time? what if Erlich compiled interview

questions while stoned?) and light on descriptive language. Same with the Theranos parody.

Overall, I find writing fiction torturous. All writers say this, obviously, but I've come to realize

that they usually mean the “writing” part: They can’t stop daydreaming long enough to put it

on the page. I love the writing and hate the imagining, which is why I churn out 50 dry essays

for every nugget of fiction.

+ RZ GR\ RX GHWLJQ SURGXFWQWAU DFHV LI \ RX FDQIWYLVXDQ@] HVKHP
I'm strong at the conceptual aspect: Figure out how a function fits into the overall system;
figure out the minimum set of features it requires; strip every other whisker. I'm weak at

designing the aesthetics.

+ RZ GR\RX S\ VWKH SLDQR"
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I can identify notes in sheet music as well as I can identify your face. Once I've played a song
enough, my fingers can find the keys without looking as well as yours can find F and J on a

laptop. Obviously I don’t have perfect pitch, but most people don’t.
&DQ\RX GUDZ "

No. This has been my rendition of a cat/dog/bird/Hugh Jackman/cupcake monster since I

was 3:

&DQ\ RX VSH®

Yes, very well. But I don’t process it like this:

Isaac Saller-Hellen... 4% W« Y. {F X

So | also am a good speller, but |
tend 1o picture what the word
looks like and then follow it

= Or kind of fill it in visually as I'm
E spelling it

s0 it's like you write the word out
in your mind?

wow fascinating

i

It feels more like muscle memory to me.
+ RZ GR\ RX QDYLJ DWW GLLHFVIRQV

Barely, which has been a running joke in my family. I recall directions as a list of facts, like

this.

+ RZ FRX@\ RX JR\ RXUZ KRG @I H QRWNQRZ LQJ VKDW 3 VHH P HQVROLP DIHV'

How could you go your whole life not knowing that I don’t?
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20. I don’t believe you.

, GROVEHIHYH\ RX HWHU [LDQN® 1 RP DMAUKRZ P DQ\ DWHY, LOVSHAW, \WMEFDQWAEHIHYH
\ RXYH DO RWELY

e .#*'**

1 RZ WDW YHVHHQ WLY6L] W 6HMH VWOIVE MAHQEQ) 1UHIGYDQG, KDYHEHHQ* UHZ DWKLQ)”
WHZ RUTS R \SRAKHKLOW, P MHG 6R7RQ. 5 REELQVUHDID GRHVZ DOW RX VR3SIRMH \ RXU
V] SDANVRJIHWLLHG XS 94RAN' <RX UHDID FDQ YLVXD) HDIXWKUHZ LW \ RXUSDURHU 0 RUQY'

: KHQ\ RX GD\ GUHDP HGLQ FDW 6WBKHY \ RX U@ \OZ. \WWDWRI LOWHW] HR' : DWW
7+$7% ZK\ IMVFD@G2GD GUHP 1"

+ HVEHQ G-DGWHZ KRHIWP H

Viviana Junc 1y me o X
This is so strange
What do you do when you
meditate and someone says "

imagine yourself on a beach,
breathing”

g You can't see that beach?

Absolutely not. | always thought
they were speaking
metaphorically

Omg
g | always see myself on the beach

$QH VDV, RWQFRP SOIQHE WDWIVIVANHP \ ELDLQ MVWWERAVQIZ RNWLYZ D~ Z KLGIW LQJ
VR FRP SRHILFARQDOVAHQHY DEL] DUHILEP 1QJ ARP SDIUHG R RIMHUDGP DMRQVWDW Z DV

VP SO *EDG DAEDVHED® RUP QRAMHANP DUV 7 KHADBRIXHLY VR RQWHQRHWDWLL , UDG LW
LQDVRUSW, 15 GLQI WHZ UMW RUKHUDWDXOVRQ VKEVBIN

$QG VXGGHD 1IFARQFIAW 3DV DV, XVHGVRZ RW WDV, 1HHOINH, P GRQJ U-DALQ)
ZWRY "' HAUISWHOQIXDIHIQ QRYHYZ DVIP SRUBQWR KHJEXWP SRMOWRP H , WS WDV
UH®] LYHD DV\ RX WIS WHLZ XQHV7HP VR 6HYFH , QUMDG , VARXUILFARQ @NHDQ
DURKDHRBIMV) LOG WHERQHY

7KHVBRGH ROYH WWQQHE P DQ EUXVKHE WHJ RBHY BRNWVRXVR KLVKD] HCH HY + HZ DV\R
I REXVHG RQ SUHSDUQ) | RUWH DWDMWAQDAMRQ WIDWKHEXUQHS KLV VRQI XHRQ WHVFD@LQ) FXSSD
NRH KD] HIXWQ@J KWAUHDP

7KDAEHRP HV 7 KHH DQ DWDWLQ
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, KXUBBIRYHUSDUIUDSKYDQG SDIHY P RZ LQJ GRZ Q QRYHYLQ ROHQUIKWEHDXWH: Z KLBIRWH.Y/
P DNH@&RYHR WHROYH VNLQOHG DAWDWE , P MVAIXANLQ) KLVVNHBVRQ 6RP HERRNVDUH\R
IGMK\ WH THRSDTXH / RIGR WH5 LQIVQXP EV %KW RWGR WH) CHVJIQDZ V EHDX\H, FRX@
P HAVBMRQWHLG-DR VRAHN JRQH Z LGS IRHYHJ $ QP DO DLP LVIZ HRP H 7KH
\SBRGRUR + RIZ DUV LV RMWEXWKHIG-DR DGHP HQRULVEWDIQ IXHO$ QG

1 RERG. @\HVDQ DXWRUZ KRVKRZ VR R FRXUH %XWUHQGV WGP HIWYWHZ UMWHQ LP DIH.
2 Z KHQ GRQHZ HI® WDWGHIYHWWHYHY M R U-DGLQ) |, FDQWKQGHIWEIQG WDWEXW [LQDED

XQGHIWEQG WLV <RX UHDI DUHDQQR HGZ I WHDRRULQ  6KDGHVR * LH , IVUHDID QRW
KRZ \ RX SIRMUHGKLP LQWHERRN

* ‘&*’**

([ SRUQI WLV Z LW | UHQGV KDV EHHQ KIMURXYDQG P DEGHAQI DQG\WXKUHDO:  KHY, JDYHWH
EHDFK WWWR Y4 IVWWKHUHS@HG 8 P P KDYH\ RXVHP \ ) DRFERRNFRYHJSKRWR!
eseeeC T-Mobile = 9:17 AM @ 61% I )

Q. Brit Fisher

CAN'T
ALISE H RSE
GALLOPING

TOMATO 1SAN '\mn

Brit Fisher
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, KOGQRW

YX\CERYHD@WDQIHD |, IHHOHIH |, W IQGLFDARQ LQVRP HA HRQJI EDMBI DI DLOWDQ HHP \
, FRX@ QHYHUILQG

,YHDE D, VIHWDQLOFRP SUHKHMEGIFRP ELQDARQR WXSLG WP DUV, P MWHG DMQIBI TXHMRQ
ROWH6ES$ 7V \ HAKH HDUHWWARQPHYDEGI TXHARQ WP SVP H :  KDAZ DVIMAINHIURZ LQJ XS 1Q
OLPL

» GROWNQRZ

: KDAZ HHWRP HR \ RXUIDYRUWH SHIHOAHVDW DRHERRN!

» GROWNQRZ

. KDAEAG\ RXGRWRGED ™

, GROVWNQRZ |, GROTWNQRZ Z KW AGWGED\

$QVZ HIQJ TXHWMRQVANHWILYUHTXILH/P HVR3GRP HMECZ RN WHZ D\ \ RX P LIKWI \ RXTH
VIAKIJ@QJ VR UHFD@Y. KDAKDSSHHG LQWHYDWBIR 7 WDIDODU , |, KDYHIWMBUHSDUHG , FDQW

EHILQ VR DQVZ HJ %6XWAKLWWKDAY WHOEUFDQWR HYHY GD' @H , GDUDHS HOUD WD RX FDQW
H PXVH\ RXUHD IURP WHSDUN VR I RFXVRQ UHDAQ) Z KDWRX GG KRXW/DIR

6R, FRP SHMDWM $ W CERXW) LOP LDQG, fOMD RX DB RWWR DM CEGH

, GLGQEW ORYH LW , WVEV YHW\ KRW WKH SHRSOH WKHUH DUHQEW DPELW.RXV DW DOO $OVR
HYHUA RQH LV NLQG R DQIW\  WKHUHEV OLNH D ORW Rl URDG UDJH , VEV | XQ WR YLVLW
EXW, EDVLFDOO\ ZHQW DV | DU DZD\ DV , FRXOG | RU FROOHIH KD KD

) DRHERRN'

, W ZDV DZHVRPH JHWALQ] WR EH WKHUH LQ WKH HDUO\. GD\V , UHPHPEHU , ZRXOG
SUDFW.FDOO,  UXQ WR ZRUN LQ WKH PRUQLQIV EHFDXVH , ZDV VR H FLWHG WR VKDUH LGHDV
ZLWK WKH WHDP  7KHUHEV UHDOO\ QR EHWAHU | HHOLQ) WKDQ VHHLQI VRPHRQH LQ D FRI | HH
VKRS XVLQ \ RXU ZRUN

7KRVH@H DIHSWDPAAHG 7KH DIHARP SRMWWVR! 1DRW, NQRZ DQGWILQIV, YHUHDG |, SHIRWP
WH RMR ERG Z IW WH\EP HVSLUWVMDOGHDEHW WDW RX P LIKWHARXQWIMHYDWEB R
7WwDbany

$QGL \ RX DINDERX\WP \ GD WH.HIVD JRRG RKDQPHWDA KDYLQU KDG QRWP HVR SUHSDUH |, fD
QHWR\ RX
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$ SKOQIMD + RZ , W HHY 7R %H%IOG, Q<RXU0 LQG
, WV KDUG QRIR | HHODNHDVRARSD Z KHQ\ RXHOLQJ DERXVKRZ \ RX \SHW RXUO RQGED
DQG\ RX GROVMHYHONQRZ ZK\ $ QG WHHLYDVDGQHW DQXQ @MIJILQ) GHEFKP HINNDWRP HY
IURP IRUHMQI \ RXURZ QH MMQFH 0 \ FRIBIHJILLOUHG SDMGIZ D 1 RZ , FDQQRW\VHH
6R <RXQWIDFHRUDQ R WHWP H/Z H\VKDUHG \RIHAHU

, KDYH LQIDAWQRP HP RUHVR FR@UIH

, ROFHSIRSRHGWR 3DV WDWMOQFHZ HZ HHYIMWQI P\ EIRKHJLQ' & DQZD GW/WOLQRYHJ
WRWHJ $ SS®IDQGMH/ V0 MWDE®Y 6KHVOLG Z HAGWDADWY HD3 TRUP \ ELLMGD

2 IWQ, DNP\ RGHWUHG VR WTP HDERXWP \ FKLEKRRG 6WBKHQ DQG, MNHWDWZ HLHWH
FRXSBILQ 7KH1 RMERRN EXVWKHHDQ XQGHFXUHAR $P , DQLARW

VWWKDLGQRARI HOIN-D\FHRSDM
Z KHD\ RAHOLQ) DERAVKIZ \ RGOV

\RAUO R DG\ RXGROWYHONTZ
Z K\

, IYHDE D\ VAKDDHG WLV XS VR KDYLQU *EDGH SHIHQADCP HP RY ~ DQRARY, SX@BGRXVR \WLQ
DLUEHDXVHEEDGP HP R} GRAVQIVIW, FDQ UHAWWHIX@R GROWR VRVEDH, P EXLEEQ

2 QDKITKRRG, 4 WAMWP \ EHMBHIR P DOFHVZ HHRQ&RGIQJ DQG' LIIWGSDQ ERW P HP R
GUYHD * LYHQ DQLOAHMQI® R WMQJ R LDQGRP QXP EHY/ , KIWMHWAMAH.AQ) E\
U-SHOWQ) DQGWHQUAYHIMQD  GLIIWILRP P HP RY RQWHI® 0 \ WUHZ ROMBHIRWP DQFHV
ZHHRQ3IAMHERP SBMRQ 3LPMUH$ UDQIHP HQWDQG 2 EMAVS WHP EQ |, FRX@QWBXVMH
@GP QIP DIHVIQREHMR\DYHP \ @H

Behavioral Cbservations: Blake is a nice-locking 12-year old boy, with black hair & brown
eyes & freckles, who was highly motivated to do well and was ael'ﬁ-dmricatingmrerm
thought his response was not correct (e.g., on Picture OCampletion if could not see what was
missing would say "I feel bad" or "Is it really cbvious?").

0\ ,4 WWWKH: HKWBU,,, ,WVXQReLUL ZHQWXWIDQ,4 H DP LOHJZKR
P IMSHIY:GBUHDMG ™ $OR LVIWORWP DORUWHP VRFRP P HOWRQ DOMBIER
GR\W 0 RP , IHHEDG

3HKDSVQROHR WLYLYDSKDQWMD 96WZ KHQ, DWDIUHIGKRZ KHKRZ Z DV\ RXUGD\V KH
JLYHVP HDVRXUR WH YLVXDT DARQVIQKLVP LQG 7 KHVSDIKHMERRIQHH WHELNHUGH
WURXIK WHP DUK WHDUXP HWZ IW WHERW DQG WHERWIVVKIWHDAQD JUQ DQGJIRWK KRZ
, 5 RYHRSXQK KIP LQWHP RXW DQG FDQWY RX MWWHHIMORZ " + HVD, VWDABRRN.QI EDAN
RQKLY@HLYOHSDILQI WIRXIK D* RRIGI, P DIHVHDURK \RUMG E\ 3P RIMHIDILQ) * + H\WMTY

P HWDWZ KHQ KHIVRQWHURDG DQG GROHIQHWNQRAW DQGWHGEDP Q' RXEGIWHHEHS VD OB

KWBV  Z HEFCARKHIRRIGKVHIFRQMUWVRP VFORK'T AORKH-UAN ( T3V KBV Z2Z Z | DR-ERRNARP. QRMY EONH LRW EBKDQIMD KRZ. IWHHY W EH EIOG 1O\ RXUP



$ SKOQIMD + RZ , W HHY 7R %H%IOG, Q<RXU0 LQG
P RUHZ RRGHQ WDQ X\XDOKHU-BM\ VWHWP HWH WIHG VR P DNHVXVKLVRIHAKHS EXVWIKHUFH
NHBWDAIQ DSDUA? DQG Z HARXGQIARS @XIKLQI 2 DQG GG\ RX NQRZ. IMEXUQVZ KHQVENH
\SHZ VRXW RXUQRVH'2 DQG WDV Z KHQ VKH I HHY FBRVHU

, ZRQGHIU M/Z K\ |, KDYHVXRK DQHM WP HOWMQJ JRRI SHRS®A

,V, Vb HO@ 2 EYIRXV'

, BDUDHG Z KDAMP HDQVVR FRXQWAKHHS ILRP DIUHQG Z KR Z Dv DR WDRKLQU KLY GDXIKWMU

7KDAYVHMHHXO0 XMADO+ \ WMUFDO( \ H IR@MEGIRP FRP P L[ XS WWHMKHG SDWYKH SRIQWV
R SOXME® Oh but when you said—oh I thought you meant that—Ohhhh! Haha! + RZ FRX@
\RXQRANQRZ" : KDANAIG\ RXGRZ KHQP RP \R@\ RX VR WAQG WH I GRAN DAP LGQLIKW

© HDKHHVD@MBSixth Sense HOGQI R\ RXURZ Q 7KHILQDOP HP EHUR $ SKDQWMDRY
$ORQ P RXVWWLHG RAWREHP \ P RMHU

,P DILQHWDW

6RP HSHRSBIGROWLQG RA\VKQMOMH TH  6RP HQHYHUGR + RZ FRHAG, FRP HVRDINLQJ
WH LLIKWIXHMARQ DEDMHH\ HOWY RQD VR WP EGIRQ D) DRHERRN DUAFGY' 94.DQG QHZ Z UM
KDVQRLP DILQDARQ 2 FXQXVRQWHH HY EQQGLQWHP 1QG 7 KHFIRNEDWVKHDGIQHY Z UM

WHP VHYHY DQGP D EHQH WAP H\ RXUNBGHG DW\KRX@ EIW < RX QHYHUNQRZ

%HRH, VRS KHJZ KDAZ DVIRQI RQ ' RUDQHRI IHHG WL

Iy

Doriane Mouret

MagIridion. NOW d
and | see my phone at the same
time. | have no idea what made
me think of my dad.

L OIF X

o

How many times a day would
you say this "visual” component
of your brainfimagination is
active?

All the time
Even when | sleep

That's what makes us human

r.
m right?

, WILON Z KDAP DNHVXVKXP DQLVWIDWZ HNQRZ. Z HIHWHJ DOPWE SXQRKAQH EXVWEZ HFDQ VD
@XIK DAKHVHXS 7KHFRWP RVIRWP HIRRG RQWLYRQH + RZ EFDXW XOMDAXAK HDPRMFDO

HBLSKDQ! LV QRAVANHSIRNMOPHR WHKL@ $ QG Z HHWHEHHIVNQHVUHDOVRR' $ QGKDYH
WHFDA/Z RUQ SDNIP Dv DODRQY"

, GRQWhink \R
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$ SKDQEMD + RZ , W} FHY 7R%HYI0G, Q<RXU0 LQG
oW, VHHIW, FTOEHVXUIHWRWOP \ SHRS®H v

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

%MNH5 RW VD Z UMWUDQGSLRIWDP P HJ + HZDVD' WHARUR 3LRGXPADW DRHERRN DQG
WHFRRRXQGHJR ) LHR 5HOGP RHR KLVZ UWQJ RQ) DRHERRN 0 HAXP DQG7Z WA

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

7KDQNWVRD@P \ 1UHQGVZ KRWISSHERXWZ WP H - HA/ 0 DUKD@3DW 7RP 1 DRPL

6DP XHO6N H + HQU - RQ 7DQHJ %4.DQGRQ 0 INH / J]\ ' DYH &KUMAQH %REE\ 0 DIJIH

2 MROZ D 7HWD 0 DQEDM\ 1 RD0 1D &DWDUCH $@RQ / 1] %-FD %D %D 0 DN

/ XAQED $\KG 6WBKHQ %UWEQ. . D\ - HI $QGUHD / DXUHD 3HADP 6XHA 1 IFKRDV
' RUDQH 7KH) DRHERRN7DJJLQU / P IWEDIMID ' DQQ\ &RXUGH / DQD 0 RUQ 7RP $QNXU
,\VDDF 1 [FRBWRAHIGDQ - HOQUHJ 3RD $@H WHRWHJO DUNV $QW@ ( WD 1 LFR®! ( @RW
-DP H 7DQW 9LYIDQD WH) HIUHY $QGUH. . DDQL (UQ 0 D[ 3HMJ 6WBKDQH * FRULD
&KDURWM 7UIDQ. . DIMBHY : L1 RYDW $®f - RHO9DQHAD 6DEIQD WHEFRW - HMFD

. DM $@RQ 0 DUAQD 6WSDQ |RUWHIU-DWDUZ RIN' DQGP\ 1DP L®

6 KDWH

(QIOK 86 (VSIXRO) DDV ) DQFH HXX &k "6@R 3RWIXV %UDMO \WIDQR =201 ' HXWFK fe=t BZAE  «

&RRNHV : HYHXSCDWGRXUSRIR / HDWDO RH

6LQ8S  /RI,Q OHAWHQIHU ) DFHERRN/ MM 0 REL®H ) IQG) BV YDGIHV 3HRSBI 3RV 3OFHV * DPHV
| RFDIRYY  &HBEWWV ~ * IRXSV $ERW SUDM$G &UDM3DIH ' HHBSHY &DUHY 3WDR  $G&KRFH THPV
+HG

) DFHERRN«
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